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From The Pastor

Dear Members and Friends of St. Luke:

One of the nice things about being a Pastor is going to the hospital or home after the
birth of a child - to rejoice with the parents, and to arrange for a Baptism. The day is
complete when they ask you: "Pastor, would you like to hold the baby?"

We all want to hold the baby - not only adults, but little children as well. This ties in
with our celebration of Christmas. Like Simeon in one of the Gospel readings, we
want to hold the Christ child in our arms. We want to make Him welcome in our world.
We want to do something for our Lord that this Good News is shared with more and
more people.

Christmas begins with our desire to hold Him in our arms. Yet as nice and as sweet
as this is .... Christmas is not just what we can do for Him, but first, and foremost,
what He can do for us!

Our celebration comes also when we allow Jesus to hold us in His arms. There are
times when it is difficult to let that happen. Sometimes it's hard to receive help from
others graciously. But we do have times of anxiety and frustration - times of sickness -
times of loneliness - even times of despair. When He does hold us - He gives us a big
hug and says to us........ "l love you, | accept you, | understand your frustration, |

forgive you!"

Imagine once again holding the baby Jesus in your arms when He cries and needs
your love. Imagine being held by Him when you cry and need His love. Christmas is
in both the holding and being held - and in the friend who sits beside you - and
teaches you about the Kingdom of God. He is a friend who wants to share with you
both the joys and sorrows of your life.

That's a celebration not only for a season, but for a whole lifetime!
In His Service,

Rev. Fred C. Jacobi
Interim Pastor

Glﬁstmﬂs
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| can’t possibly put into words how much CALLED TO HIS ETERNAL home on Novem-
your on-going support, prayers, cards and  ber 11th was David Bates, a member of our
food have meant to me during this difficult ~ Church family. We share our sympathy with his
time. It's hard to believe it's been three wife, Sharon; their children Jeff and Michelle
-I- h k 3 months. Bob has come a long way in his and relatives and friends. The funeral was on
O n : recovery. Hopefully he will continue to November 15th at the Urban Amigone Home -
i make progress and be able to come home  ith purial at Our Lady Help of Christians
000 £ soon. Please accept my heartfelt thanks Cemetery.
for helping me thru these life changes. We UM B
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Who to Call...

The Staff of St. Luke Lutheran Church stand ready to assist you in every way we can, and can be
reached at church (716) 633-6752 or (716) 634-5560 weekdays. Our answering machine will take
messages at 633-6752. Our FAX number is (716) 635-0718. Our email address is secretary@stluke-

buffalo.org
Pastor Fred Jacobi 667-2364 )
Organist Thomas Mudd, Jr. 675-1065 RECEIVING the blessing
Voice and Bell Choir Director Thomas Mudd, Jr. 675-1065 of Holy Baptism in No-
BOARD OF TRUSTEES vember were:
President Sharon Falkowski 542-3658
Vice-President—Personnel Cinde Gross 774-0063 Nov. 21st: Shayla
Vice-President—Property Richard Taylor 626-4920 Grace Burns, daughter
Treasurer Suzanne Connor 632-1958 of Scott and Alissa
Financial Secretary Tammy Covey 603-7789 (Horn) Burns
Recording Secretary Chuck Walters 668-9517 .

BOARD CHAIRPERSONS Nov. 28th: Jaydasen
Spiritual Life/Congregational Care Wally Grzyb 639-1904 Joyce Brown, daughter
Special Care & Human Services Ellen Grant 308-6328 of William and Jaclyn

Youth and Family Greg and LoriRose Tedesco 877-1717 or 207-5900 Brown Sr.

Sebastian David Dei-
trick, son of Tom and

Resource Development Dr. Thomas Kuhn 691-8121

Outreach and Mission Services Sue Bethin 836-0423 o

Christian Education/Life Kammy Ciesielski 632-2723 ||| Patty (Palermo) Deitrick
BOARD OF ELDERS

Walter Grzyb 639-1904 Susanna Garofaro 688-7094

Karen Bagiio 686-0670 Manfried Rieger 634-4669 THE 55TH ANNUAL

Gene Benson 634-0900 Allan Riemer 633-8548 Candlelight Vespers at

Craig Maconaghy 626-0949 Dave Shotwell 876-0364 First Trinity Lutheran

David Male 634-2456

Church in Tonawanda is
Sunday, December 5th,
with identical

FOR THE FOLLOWING Contact
Address/phone corrections Debbie McCombs 633-6752

Altar Care Allan Riemer 633-8548 || services at 4 and 7 p.m.
Altar Flowers Kathy Brogan 633-6752 :

.Building Committee Fred Schmitt 686-0642 Thed?elfvr]:e features a
Bulletin Announcements Debbie McCombs 633-6752 candlelight

"CHIPS” Newsletter Pam Maconaghy 626-0949 [l procession, choral and

instrumental music, con-

Facility Maintenance Rich Taylor 626-4920 : .
Facility Use (scheduling) Church Office 633-6752 ||| 9regational singing
Food Pantry John & Linda Bruso 656-9489 and bell choir selections.
LWML . Fern Suckow 833-0969 i A free will offering will be
LLL Representative Scott Zimmerman 681-9939
Men’s Club Fred Harbart 683-0436
Youth Group Greg and LoriRose Tedesco 877-1717 or 207-5900
Son Shine Committee Diane Michaels 823-7742
Special Care and Human Services Ellen Grant 308-6328
Sunday School Information Kammy Ciesielski 632-2723
Bettyann Schmitt 686-0642
Thrivent Bud Foster 632-4187
Weekly Contributions Tammy Covey 603-7789




MID-WEEK ADVENT SERVICES

Theme: "The Stars Tell
The Story"

December 1st
St. Luke, Cheektowaga

1 6 p.m. - Soup & Salad Sup-
per

7:15 - Hymn Sing/ 7:30 - Worship
December 8th
Holy Cross, Clarence
6 p.m. - Soup & Salad Supper
7:15 - Hymn Sing/ 7:30 - Worship
December 15th
Salem, South Buffalo
6 p.m. - Soup & Salad Supper
7:15 - Hymn Sing/ 7:30 - Worship

| pray that you have a blessed celebration of
Christmas, one that is filled with awe, love
and expectation!

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Jer 29:11

The Call Committee continues to press on to-
ward our goal of finding a new Pastor. After
receiving approval from the congregation, we
are continuing our work, with Pastor Michael
Schmidt as the sole candidate to be considered.
We have been in contact with Pastor Schmidt,
and have had an opportunity to speak with him
further about his views of ministry. We feel
strongly that he brings not only wonderful ideas
about church growth and reaching out to the
community, but a servant’s heart as well. Our
plan is to present Pastor Schmidt as the candi-
date to call at the December 5 congregational
meeting, and we will move forward to call on
the vote of the congregation.

The members of the Call Committee wish to
say thank you for your support and confi-
dence as we continue this challenging
process. Your prayers and words of sup-
port have meant so much; we are
strengthened by you as we move forward
in confidence to the future our Great God
has planned for us.

* TIONS—Please Read: At our con-

*. we have in our leadership positions
4k for 2011. T still need volunteers for
* Recording Secretary (Trustee) and

Advent and Christmas
Worship Schedule
We invite you to celebrate His
coming into our midst as you join
us in worship:
November 27/28
1st Sunday in Advent
December 4/5
2nd Sunday in Advent
December 11/12
3rd Sunday in Advent
December 18/19
4th Sunday in Advent
Program by Sunday School
Children - at all services
Saturday & Sunday
December 24th
Christmas Eve
Family service at 4 p.m.
Candlelight Service at 10:30 p.m.
December 25th
Christmas Day Service at 10 a.m.
NO service at 5:00 p.m.
December 26th
1st Sunday after Christmas
One service at 10:00 a.m.

LEADING OUR WORSHIP for our
two services on Christmas Eve will
be Dr. Chris Wicher, our District
President. Leading worship at the
10:00 a.m. Service on December
26th will be Pastor Robert Rickus
of Tonawanda. Pastor and Eileen
will be celebrating Christmas in
Chicago with their daughters &
families.

hhbhbbbbbbbbirr ([

TRUSTEE AND COUNCIL POSI-

gregational meeting on November 14,
2010, I made one last and final plea to
ask for volunteers to fill the vacancies

the Board of Christian Education
(Council). Linda Rowe has volun-
teered for Treasurer (Trustee), how-
ever, she is interested in having some-
one co-chair this seat with her to share *
the responsibilities of this position.
Please, please pray to see if the Lord *
has a plan for you to become a part of

I e e
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THE ANNUAL VOTER'S MEETING is
set for Sunday, Dec. 5th, at 11:00 a.m.
There will be only one service that day
at 10:00 a.m. On the agenda for this

meeting will not only be the approval of
our 2011 budget - but also the recom-
mendation from the Calling Committee
to send out a new Call.

PLEASE INCLUDE in your prayers all
who look for the Lord's

healing:

Bob Dersam (Rehab Unit at ECMC),
Valerie Hein (Roswell Park)

Greg Tedesco
Pastor Ron Sprehe
Pastor Ron Oravec

Janet Male (Weinberg Campus), Sandy
Bednarz (sister of Pam Maconaghy)

Phil Garofaro

Otis Hayes

Herb Alles

Ben Heppel

Richard Battle (Tammy Covey's father)
Sandy Lang (friend of Audrey Golnick)

June Hoffmann (mother of Karen Di-
Paolo).

K
Wi

SNewardchip THANK YOU for your
diiE) financial pledges shared
on Commitment

Sunday, November 21st. Pledges may
still be given by mailing

them to the Church Office - or by plac-
ing them in any Sunday offering plate.

Christmas Gift Giv-
| , ing:

E” Again this Holiday
Season, St. Luke is
going to help the less fortunate children
in our community and possibly children
in the inner city. We plan on
“decorating” our small Christmas tree
with gift tags as in previous years.
Please consider participating in this truly
rewarding event by helping to make the
Christmas season a little brighter for
these children!! Look for further details
in the weekly bulletins. Thank you in
advance for your support. If you have
any questions, please contact Mark or
Cheryl Bossert at 632-4239.




The LWML Evening
Group is sponsoring a
|||-\\\l’|\\fl||| IIIL local mission project.
Below is information on
Harvest House.

Harvest House

The purpose of Harvest House is to
help people become physically and
spiritually whole.

Harvest House began in 1993 when
cofounders Gary and Linda Tatu
sold their home in the suburbs to
buy and refurnish a derelict city
church. Harvest House provides
space for non-profit and community
organizations. Up to 2,000 people
use the building each month for ac-
tivities such as support meetings,
block clubs, bible study, scouting
and spiritual retreats.

Through the Baby and Children’s
Outreach Program, Harvest House
is the largest supplier of FREE baby
items, baby and children’s clothing
in the tri-county area. One hundred
and fifty plus agencies refer clients
to this program. In 2008, 5,846 chil-
dren received items from Harvest
House.

Harvest House accepts new and
gently used donations of clothing
(newborn to size 14), socks, under-
wear, toys, books, blankets, cribs,
strollers, car seats etc. We accept
any item for a baby or child except
diapers, food, or formula. Your do-
nation is appreciated and is tax de-
ductible.

THE VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY
GUILD—is once again selling regular
& chocolate pecans for $8.50 and
Claxton Fruit Cakes for $4.50. (See
or Call Audrey Golnick (634-45214).

7. FOOD PANTRY NEEDS—
. Toilet tissue, pancake mix,
syrup (preferable lite), canned
fruit, cereal and soup (any
flavor). Thank you for you

support.

[N

ANNUAL WALK OF
SWEETS

Our annual "Walk of
Sweets" will be held Dec. 18
& 19th at all services. Cook-
ies will be sold by the
pound, and breads, coffee cakes indi-
vidually. This is the weekend of the
children's Christmas program, so there
will be many guests attending services.
Proceeds from the sale will support our
food pantry. Last year we made almost
$1,000; let's see if we can beat that by
baking up a storm. Items that sell best
are "Christmassy" cookies for example,
nut balls, thumbprint & cutouts, not
ordinary choc. chip
or peanut butter.
Also breads, coffee-
cakes, stollen sell
well. Sign up sheets
are at the welcome
center, please join in §
the fun of this popu-
lar event. Ardys
Lerch, chairperson.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL MEAT
RAFFLE!

St. Luke’s second meat raffle was an-
other big success. Almost 300 people
attended the raffle on Friday evening,
November 12". From the laughter,
shouts from winners and all the deli-
cious looking snacks on the tables, if
you weren't there you missed a great
time.

Thanks to all the volunteers who
worked to insure the success of the
event. We are so pleased with the re-
sults, we have already booked another
one for next May, which will feature
barbecue meats for your grill.

Bottom line — we made a profit of
$2,340.06. As voted by the Fund Rais-
ing Committee and approved by the
trustees, 5% will be donated to our
Food Pantry, 5% to the Lions Club and
the balance of 90% will be used to pay
down on the principle of our roof repair
loan.

Special thanks, too, to everyone who
attended and contributed to this “fun”

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS

December is a busy month, so it is never too early to mark your cal-
endar to not miss these two lovely concerts:

December 4th Lessons and Carols at 5pm service will be lead by a
combined ecumenical choir from our community directed by Tho-

mas Mudd, Jr.

PARISH NURSE NEWS

We are planning on taking
7 Blood pressures again on
Dec.12,2009. This is the
last time for this year. We
will continue to do this on the second
Sunday of the month. Thank you to 4
new helpers for Blood Pressure
reading. They are Karen M., Sue B.,
Nancy H., and Ellie W. | am still look-
ing for more volunteers who could
either help record or help take BPs.

| am also looking for a Registered
Dietician or Nutritionist who would be
willing to come in and speak about
Child and Adult Nutrition. If any one
knows of someone that | could con-
tact for this program, please call me
at 716-308-3059 or 875-9363. Or
they could Email me at
Garm4j@aol.com.

Thank you.

We are happy to hear and opened to
any subject(s) you may want or need
help with. We are here for your edu-
cational purpose. Any Physical ques-
tions regarding your health should be
addressed to your physician or
health care provider.

LADIES, Are you over age

g 40-507 If you are, Have you

had a Mammogram this

year? October was Breast
Cancer awareness month. Remem-
ber, our bodies are God's temple.
Make an appointment today. Bring a
friend with you. For more informa-
tion contact the Breast Cancer Site
online today. You can also click on to
give someone else who may not be
able to afford it, a free mammogram.
Do it today, it could save a life.
MEN and WOMEN over 50. Have
you had your colonoscopy yet?? Ask
your health provider for more infor-
mation.

TOPS GIFT CARD

<’ q'o P UPDATE—: as of
(s the end of Oct.,

2010, we have sold
over $ 174,000 of Top’s gift cards
since April 2006. We have raised
over $ 8,700.00 to date. All future
proceeds will go to our roof repair.
We receive 5% of every Top’s gift
card we sell. If you already shop at
Tops, please consider buying a gift
card. Gift cards are sold every Sun-
day between services. You will find
us at the Welcome Center in the
gathering space.
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IS IT A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS TIME FOR EVERYONE?

The sights and sounds of the season conjure up many magnificent memories of Christmas holidays past. Unfortu-
nately, the same is not true for everyone. For some, Christmas brings stress, worry, sadness, and a stark reality that
you can not provide your family with those wonderfully treasured Christmas memories and traditions that you may
have enjoyed yourself as a child. This heart breaking reality is often times an overwhelming, all-consuming presence
at Christmas. The feeling of “I can not provide” cast a shadow upon what is suppose to be a celebration of the birth
of our Messiah. The impoverished child will grow up to remember memories of hunger, “have-nots”, and having to
“‘make up” what they got from Santa when returning to school from Christmas vacation.

This does not have to be! Kindness can instill a greater memory in a child then depravation. The simplest act can
have the greatest impact--especially if they know where this act of generosity came from. What | am referring to is St.
Luke’s annual tradition of the “name tree”. When you see it displayed this year, rush, don’t hesitate to grab a name.
Purchase something really special from your heart. That love will be felt like a gust of wind when that package is
opened. Hopefully, the love you shared in purchasing that gift will be an overwhelming feeling in both the child and
their parent. The love and generosity of a “church-goer” often times can lead others to follow. May the love and gen-
erosity that our Lord and savior bestowed upon us by simply being born, be not only a reminder of this season, let it
inspire you to share that love.

Jesus didn’t walk up to hungry people and say, “Quit your whining. You need salvation, not
food.” He fed them. Sometimes he’d even use that miracle as an opportunity to talk about a
relationship with God.” (Connect: Real Relationships In A World Of Isolation by: Jonathan
McKee, 2009., p. 106)

With many blessings,

Greg LoriRose
birdgt4@aol.com 207-5900
bliss_tedesco@verizon.net

Articles:
SUNDAY SCHOOL PIZZA PARTY--On December 11, 2010 at 1 pm the St. Luke Sunday School will
be hosting a Pizza and Holiday Party to celebrate their Fall service project. The children had a contest
between boys and girls to see who could build the largest food pyramid. Being good Christian children,
the winners will invite the loosing team to join them for pizza as well. We will have games, crafts, and a
visit from Santa! We are looking for volunteers to make plain undecorated cut out cookies. The children
will decorate these and take them home. Sign up will be on the communication table.

Thank You!l!

“UNDECORATING PARTY”--The Undecorating of the church will be on Saturday January 8 at noon.
Please sign up to help on the communication table. Pizza will be provided!

TEEN HOLIDAY DECORATING EVENT—On Friday Dec. 3" at 7pm, teens and their families are invited to
come and make snowflakes to decorate our Youth & Sunday School areas. Munchies will be provided!
Please come celebrate the joy of Christmas and support our Youth! Contact LoriRose Tedesco
(bliss_tedesco@verizon.net/207-5900) if you have any questions.

YOUTH CONNECT--To encourage the strengthening of relationships and making connections with our
youth, we have created a “Youth Question & Comment Box”. This box will be on the Information Desk in
the Narthex. Comment cards are provided and can be anonymously submitted.

“The key to establishing a strong youth presence is to show them that they are valuable to us,
not for what they can do for us or for the church, but on their own merits. They are not merely
resources, they are people who deserve to be loved and cared for, just as God loves and ca-
res for us all.” (LRBT)
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Gerhardt, Ellen 12/8 Berebko, Susan 12/19
lannazzo, Viola 12/8 Robert, Courtney 12/19
Baranetsky, Erin 12/9 Shadle, Joan 12/19
Brudz, Abigail 12/9 Darcy, Peter 12/20
Gross, Cynthia 12/9 Koch, Marie 12/20
Moll, Rachael 12/9 Kozlowski, Marilyn 12/20
Savatteri, Sara 12/9 Victor, Savannah 12/20
Covey, Cole 12/10 Krueger, Jayden 12/21
Darcy, Dave 12/10 Deitrick, Carol 12/22
Haas, Jason 12/10 Mikolajczyk, Michelle 12/22
Dee, Peyton 12/1 Oetinger, Rlcha.lrd 12/10 Cramer, Aidan 12/23
. Champagne, Nicole 12/11 Foreman, McKenna 12/23
Kossow, Austin 12/1 .
. . . Morley, Dalton 12/11 Lamprecht, Justin 12/23
Kwiatkowski, Daniel 121 .
Battle, Stacy 12/12 Limpert, John 12/23
Robert, Molly 12/1 . -
- Wiegert, Shannon 1212 Mariglia, Steven 12/23
Smith, Ryan 121 . .
Colvin, Makayla 12/2 Zimmerman, Aidan 12/12 Tedesco, Chyanne 12/23
Hart L,ily 12/2 Kiblin, Barbara 12/13 Jablonski, Alexander 12/24
’ Palermo, Stephan 12/13 Parmelee, Christine 12/24
Gutek, James 12/3 . L
. Bottoms, Demetria 12/14 Januszkiewicz, Mary 12/25
Horn, Nicholas 12/3 .
Kulczyk, Jacob 12/3 Drake, Robert 12/14 Connor, Larissa 12/26
' Kasprzyk, Andrew 12/14 Brado, Susan 12/27
Eckam, Karen 12/4 . . .
. Oetinger, Adam 12/14 Schmidt, Brian 12/27
Garofaro, Philip 12/4 . .
Kacprowicz, Timothy 12/4 Shaver, Linda 12/14 Boyle, Eric 12/28
> Meyer, Angela 12/15 Broad, William 12/28
Clark, Jessica 12/5 )
. Stoklosa, Thomas 12/15 Tarnowski, Gregory 12/28
Foreman, Naomi 12/5 . s .
Horn. Sher 12/6 Conti, Gianna 12/16 Murszewski, Angela 12/29
Kacp’rowic:yRyan 12/6 Green, Thomas 12/16 Parks, Jessica 12/29
Baglio Paul, 1277 Keohane, Taylor 12/16 Schmitt, Cheri 12/29
Gaghi(,:h Chase 1217 Skok, Shawn 12/16 Zamoyski, Kathleen 12/30
9 ’ . Dietl, Mitchell 12/17 Hajdaj, Luke 12/31
Herman, Caroline 1217 .
Reed, Tina 12/17 Manuella, Zakary 12/31
Malchow, Dawn 12/7 . ..
Torcasio. Samuel 1217 Sima, Paul 12/18 Paolini, Kayla 12/31
PN Walters, Charles 12/18 Vanaker, Leanne12/31
Friedrich, Henry 12/8

A Christmas Prayer

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus,

that we may share in the song of the angels,

the gladness of the shepherds,

and worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate

and open the door of love all over the world.

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with
every greeting.

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy chil-
dren,

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful
thoughts,

forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen.

-- Robert Louis Stevenson
Being 3 wiselIE\ the journey to baby Jesus

to0ok longer than expected because they
refused tO stop and ask directions.
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Altar Care for December Allan Reimer

Time Dec 5th—10:00 am December 12th December 18 December 26—10 am
Greeters 8:30 Linda Rowe Arlene Krentz Richard & Ardys Lerch

John & Cinde Gross Diae Michael Paulette Darcy

11:00
Lector 8:30 Dee Grzyb Fern Suckow Sue Bethin

11:00
Communion 8:30
Assistant

11:00 Nancy Errett Marg Albert
Worship 8:30 Allan Reimer
Assistant

11:00 Craig Maconaghy Dave Shotwell
ELDER 5:00 Craig Maconaghy Wally Grzyb

8:30

11:00 Craig Maconaghy Dave Shotwell
Acolyte 8:30 Sabrina Boyle Rachel Brogan

11:00 Isaiah Hart Brian Brennan Kyle Cera Miranda DiGiacomo
Trustee
Counters Dave Schwab Don Eggert Chuck Walters Sherry Horn

Ed Hertel Nikki Tober Ken Knoll Phil Horn

Poster Ken Knoll Chris Covey Tammy Covey Mel Brand
December 24th 4:40 - Dave Male 10:30— Susan Garafaro December 25th 10:00am Manfred Reiger




